
	  

 

August 2015 

Dear St. Margaret Mary School Parents, Guardians, and Students, 

     Summer greetings to you and your family and welcome to the 2015-2016 school year!   As 
the principal of St. Margaret Mary School, it is my pleasure to inform you that our staff and 
faculty are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the students. I also want to extend a special welcome to 
the newest members of our SMMS community, Mrs. Ayer- our Transitional kindergarten teacher 
and Mr. Ramirez – our 7th grade teacher.  

     Over this past summer our construction crew worked tirelessly to prepare for the first day of 
school. A tremendous amount of improvements were made to the interior.  Improvements such 
as fresh paint, new floors, vaulted ceilings and a new faculty room and science lab to name a 
few.   As a result of all of our efforts this summer, we are looking forward to a smooth opening 
to the school year. A thousand thank yous to many members of our parish and school community 
for lending a helping hand when I most needed it:  

Alumni Moving Crew  -Joseph Vicelja, Nicholas Zimmerman, Anthony Vicelja, Nico Schwab. 
These boys were responsible for hauling every piece of furniture out of the school, then carting it 
back in when the construction crew was finished. 

Door kick plate Crew -  A special thank you goes out to Joe Vicelja (father of Mark Vicelja and 
grandfather of Joseph and Anthony) and his crew of parent volunteers- Richard Popken, Kelly 
Luzano, Duvia Rodriguez, Jenny Eubanks, Chris Alberto, Bob Eubanks,Helberto Fernandez, 
Mateo Fernandez, Joe Avila, Mrs. McKenna, Joe and Mark Vicelja, for their efforts in cleaning 
and polishing our copper kick plates.  The original plan was to remove the plates and replace 
them with new ones.  However Joe Vicelja came up with the wonderful idea of keeping the 
plates for nostalgia sake! While our new school looks awesome, it’s wonderful to keep a bit of 
the original!    

     A special thanks also goes out to the many school and parish families who made donations to 
the school.  As a result, I was able to furnish our school rooms with wonderful items.                                                         
The Molina Family – faculty room table and chairs.                                                                                                                
Anonymous Donor – All furnishings and supplies for our brand new transitional kindergarten                                           
Parish families – the construction of our Transitional Kindergarten                                                                                         
Saint Margaret Mary Golf Club – our brand new science lab- complete with tables, cabinets, 
microscopes and lab supplies was generously donated by our SMM Golf Club!                                                                      
Mother and Grandmother of Niara Sankar Willis – 14 chairs for our brand new conference 
room. 

      



	  

     In addition to the physical changes, there has also been changes in our 
disciplinary procedures. A tougher disciplinary policy has been written and 
will not only be implemented but strongly enforced.   School discipline at SMMS has two main 
goals: (1) ensure the safety of staff and students, and (2) create an environment conducive to 
learning. Serious student misconduct involving violent or criminal behavior defeats these goals 
and will not be tolerated.  Less dramatic problems such as minor misbehavior may not threaten 
personal safety, but it still negatively affects the learning environment. Disruptions interrupt 
lessons for all students, and disruptive students lose even more learning time. Parents will be 
notified either by e-mail or phone call of any misbehavior that is disrespectful and warrants a 
detention.   

     We have also re-organized our RESOURCE DEPARTMENT. I have hired an additional 
member to our team - Jeanette Cardmone.  She will work in partnership with Joan Bruccoleri and 
all our teachers to serve as a resource to all members of the school by providing education, 
intervention, counseling, and deterrence. 

 The first day of school is tomorrow, August 24th.   School will begin promptly at 7:45.  Please 
have your child in school by 7:40 a.m. and in proper uniform.  Although the children have a 
variety of options within the uniform code, please make sure that they follow all aspects of our 
code; shoes, socks, length of hair for boys and hair bands for girls.  

 Tomorrow, your child will bring home a packet of important information with multiple forms to 
fill out.    Please make sure that your child brings these documents to school prior to August 
26th.  In addition, lunch applications are also now being processed online. The LUNCH 
MASTER is our brand new lunch vendor!  Please order and pay on-line if so desired. The code is 
stmargaretmary 

Please remember to visit our school website to receive constant updates on school information 
and events.  You can find it at www.smmspartans.org 

I look forward to meeting you and working with you to make this a great year for you and your 
family.  See you tomorrow!!! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Zimmerman    

	  


