
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

 

Dear St. Margaret Mary Parents, 

     Another exciting week has come and gone at our fabulous school and it was wonderful to 
experience all of it!  Mrs. Vicelja and her Kinder tots celebrated 100 school days with legos, 
marshmellows, plastic cups and chocolate!  The children had a fun time counting to 100 in all 
sorts of creative ways!!  3rd grade learned to sing the NATIONAL ANTHEM (so they don’t 
have to mumble through it at sporting events!) and will perform for us at Monday’s morning 
assembly! We will be singing the National Anthem every Monday as a school community.   The 
5th grade were busy learning about mass (what floats, what doesn’t and why) through a ‘hands 
on’ science experiment.  If you get a chance to pop into that room, you will also notice beautiful 
stained glass windows created by the fabulous 5th grade! The 4th graders have learned to be 
wonderful Spanish speakers. Mrs. Lawson, our resident Spanish teacher, is doing a super job in 
teaching the children the fundamentals of the Spanish language. She points out - “ the 4th graders 
are particularly good at learning the language.”  Yayyy Ms. Leyva and her super 4th grade!! The 
2nd  grade put the final touches this past week on their preparations for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  On Saturday, our wonderful 2nd graders met with our SMMS priests to make 
their First Reconciliation. What a blessed event it was! Our thoughts and prayers will be with 
them as they now move a step closer to their First Holy Communion.    The 6th graders are 
progressing at an accelerated pace in English grammar. I know I will be seeing quite a few 
writers and English professors in the distant future because they are quicker than most in 
learning the difficult task of grammar. Keep up the good work 6th grade!!  My heart sank a bit to 
see our 8th grade ‘dream team’ in their caps and gowns last week for their graduation pictures.  
What an awesome group of young adults!   Graduation will undoubtedly be a bitter sweet event.  
I am so proud of these young men and women and I will be anxious to hear about all their 
success.’  Yet, it will be difficult to say good-bye.    Next week, the 7th grade and I will take a bit 
of time away from the classroom and walk over to COLD STONE CREAMERY to enjoy a 
delicious ice cream treat!  This escapade is well deserved! Our fabulous 7th graders have been 
working quite hard on their studies and have earned the extra treat.   On Friday, Mrs. Rosato 
wore a ‘Dr. Seuss’ tee-shirt.  This was a hint to the exciting week ahead. This week, the 1st 
graders will be celebrating ‘Read Across America Week’ with Dr. Seuss.  She has fun and 
exciting events planned!!  More info to come! 

   As we look towards the next few weeks, we again see lots of wonderful happenings.  The 8th 
grade will be taking a trip to OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS Cathedral to learn about Los 
Angeles’ very own Cathedral.  They are also planning MISSION FAIR.  This is an event 
consisting of ‘fun and games’ traditionally hosted by our 8th graders so that they may raise 
money to aid our local migrant farm workers.       No school will be held on Friday the 13th.  The 
faculty will be attending the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS.       Spring Pictures are 
on March 17th.  The children may indeed come in ‘green’ free dress that day.  March 17th is also 
ST. PATRICKS DAY!       On March 19th the Saint Margaret Mary School community will 



honor our basketball players at the WINTER SPORT BANQUET.  We invite all basketball team 
members and their families to share a meal and conversation as we celebrate the achievements of 
our athletes!  This event is free however you must R.S.V.P by March 10th.  Business attire only. 
No jeans or tee shirts please.         Irish dancing is coming to St. Margaret Mary School!!!!  The 
classes will be held after school on Mondays.  Please look for the sign up forms in your 
Wednesday folders or you can print one from SCHOOLSPEAK.  On March 14th, SMMS will 
welcome all grandparents to our ‘First Annual Grandparents Day.’  Coffee, tea and crumpets 
along with a Mass and student entertainment will be enjoyed by our grandparents and their 
grandchildren!  This will most certainly be a very special day!     

     As I stated in my previous newsletter, re-registration was an awesome success.  Thank you all 
for your faith and confidence in our faculty and staff.   We now have ‘waiting lists’ in most 
grades which is result of our high test scores in academics and faith driven standards in our 
moral ethics.  

    This year was an incredible learning experience for me.  As an employee of the school for the 
past ten years, I was aware of the changes that had to be made and the benefits to keep.  However 
as I reflect on the last ten months, I am eager to keep driving forward. For the next few months, I 
will collaborate, plan and strategize with my team of teachers, the school bookkeeper and Father 
Paul in effort to move the school one more step forward.     

   Welcome packets will be distributed in May.  These packets will contain all pertinent news and 
information for the 2015 – 2016 school year.  In regards to tuition assistance, I have discovered 
that many of you have applied for tuition assistance.  To qualify and receive tuition assistance, 
you must first fill out all the forms provided by CEF (Catholic Education Fund) located in 
the back of the re-registration packet. In addition, you must have enclosed last year’s tax 
forms. If you did not do this, then I am so sorry but you will not be eligible for tuition assistance. 
However, if you did! Then you have been assigned an appointment time with CEF so that they 
may help you with your tuition.  CEF and I (principal of SMMS), will work TOGETHER to 
offer a financial plan that works for your particular budget.   Paying tuition is never easy! We 
can help!  Please look for your letter from CEF with a specific date and time in the family 
envelope this coming Wednesday.  All meetings will be held at Mary Star in San Pedro.  

 

JUNIOR HIGH NEWS 

    This week, the Junior High will welcome a new teacher, Ms. Benetiz.  Ms. Benetiz graduated 
with HONORS at both San Pedro High School and Cal State Dominguez University.   She holds 
a single subject credential and a multi-subject credential.  In addition, she holds certificates in 
Reading Instruction and Bilingual Cross-Cultural Language and Academic Development. She 
will teach Junior High Science and 8th grade Social Studies and will be a wonderful addition and 
asset to our staff.    Last week, I wrote that through an extensive search, I had finally found the 
perfect LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER.  I was thrilled to have hired Mr. Ryan Ritchie as our 
new Language Arts and 7th grade Homeroom teacher.  However, the following Monday, he met 
with me in my office to give me the bad news that he would not be able to fulfill his obligation 
because he had just been diagnosed with a serious illness.  I was extremely disappointed that the 



students were going to miss out on a wonderful opportunity yet wished him well.  As he left, I 
looked up to our dear Lord and in frustration stated “really?”    I then asked for his help to find 
another teacher with the same high standards and qualifications. It took quite some to find Mr. 
Ritchie (I am very picky). I did not have much hope that I would find his equal.  However, Jesus 
once said “ask and you shall receive!” And that is exactly what our Lord did.  In three and half 
weeks, St. Margaret Mary School will welcome our new Junior High Language Arts 
teacher…Ms. Terry Ann Wright.  Ms. Wright graduated Magna Cum Laude from San Francisco 
State University where she was on the University Presidents Honor List, University Deans List, 
National Deans List and is a member of the Golden Key National Honor Society. In addition, she 
holds a Masters of Arts in Education with a specialization Reading.   Her core competencies are 
the Academic Writing Process, Creative Writing, Non- Canonical Literature, Differentiated 
Instruction and Student Centered Learning.  Although she will not begin for another three weeks 
(she must complete her teaching obligations with El Camino College), THIS IS O.K, BECAUSE 
IT ALLOWS ME TO FINSH MY GRAMMAR PROGRAM with the children. Please know that 
I will not be leaving the Junior High Language program but rather will be working together with 
Ms. Wright.  I am thrilled to be partnering with an extremely qualified teacher.   
  

WELCOME MS. BENETIZ AND MS. WRIGHT! 
 

   Since this email is exceedingly long, I might as well take up a few more lines to express how 
happy I am thus far with our Junior High Math Program.   AWESOME teaching is taking place 
that can only be accomplished by the most dedicated of teachers.  Thank you Mr. Hull, Mr. 
Desmond and Mrs. Campadonia for your diligence and dedication to our children!!  
 
    Well, that’s all for now!  If you have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact me 
at elisafzimm1@cox.net or text me at 310 251 -5645.  Have a great week!   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Zimmerman                                                                                                                                                                                                
Principal  
	  

P.S	  –	  MARCH	  2ND	  IS	  NOT	  A	  HALF	  DAY	  


